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) Vasavadatta 


Illustrated Classics From India 


Vasavadatta 


The story of King Udayana and Princess Vasavadatta was very well known in ancient India. Early writers were 
inspired by this story and made it the subject of poems and dramas. Bhasa wrote Swapnavasavadatta in Sanskrit, 
Which is unique for its literary value, Vasavadatta by Subandhu is another great work on the same theme, 


This popular story was re-echoed in Pali and Prakrit literature. In Dhamma-pade-atthakatha (5th century AD), on 
which this ilustrated classic is based, we get an elaborate account of the story of Vasavadatta and Udayana. 


King Pradyota of Ujaini is disturbed to lear from his minister that King Udayana of Kaushambi is a greater king than 
heis, He tricks Udayana into captivity. Pradyota then wants Udayana to teach him the secret of taming elephants 
‘Udayana refuses to do so until Pradyota himself pays him the homage due to a guru. As Pradyota’s pride does 
permit this, he sends his lovely daughter Vasavadatta to Udayana for the lessons, with a curtain screen 
them. Vasavadatta is told her teacher is a leper, and Ud told that his pupil is @ hunch-backed relative 
Pradyota. 


What follows the 


er is encapsulated in this romantic tale. 


Script: Meena Talim — Illustrations: Pratap Mulick 


Vasavadalta. 


ry 
| 


OWE DAY, AS HE WAS RETURNING FROM HIS GARDEN ~ 


MI 
1S THERE A 
KING WHO IS 


AH! 1 KNEW | | YouR MAJESTY Ba ii 
} WOULD GET | | IS DISPLEASED ! vill 
THIS VM SORRY. 
ANSWER 
FROM 

You. 


¥ 


of 


POSSIBLE, 
YOUR 
MAJESTY ! 


YOUR MAJESTY! 
/ HE @AN REGITE SPELLS) 
PLAY ON HIS VEENA 
AND DRIVE OUR 
ELEPHANTS AWAY; 


PRINCESS, | WANT 
TO SEE HIS MAJESTY 
ON A MATTER OF 


| HAVE A PLAN 
TO LIGHTEN 
THAT BURDEN. 
PLEASE TELL 
HIM SO. 


DO You KNOW 
WHAT IS 

WORRYING ME, 
MINISTER? 


| KNOW, YOUR MAJESTY ! 

YOU. WANT KING UDAYANA 

CAPTURED SOMEHOW. AND 
| HAVE THOUGHT OF A 


THERE WAS A THI@K FOREST BETWEEN THE KINGDOMS OF UDAYANA 
AND PRADYOTA . ONE DAY, A FOREST 


| FORE: 
YA 


LLER SAW A BIG WHITE 


ust —< 
THE SORT OF f 
ELEPHANT 


HE WENT TO THE @COURT OF KING UDAYANA. 


YOUR MAJESTY, 
|| HAVE SEEN 
A MAGNIFICEN T 


}WHITE ELEPHANT 
MIN THE FOREST. 


TELL ME 
WHERE 
EXACTLY 
IT IS. 
WE WILL i 
@APTURE | 1 MUST 

'G. Y oie HAVE 

= “ a THAT 

WHITE 
ELEPHANT. 


THE SPIES OF KING PRADYOTA WERE ALERT ~ 


OUR MINISTER 
FORECAST. WE 
MUST REPORT 
THE MATTER 


| Ve THERE HE IS. 
4 \4 EXACTLY AS_ | 
\ 


q 


GoopD! You 
WILL BE REWARDED 

FOR BRINGING 

THIS NEWS. 


DESPATCH OUR MEN. 
LET THEM SURROUND 
, THE ENEMY. AND 
TAKE CARE ! UDAYANA 
SHOULD NOT 
‘SUSPECT ANYTHING. 


1 GAN SEE DUST 

} CLOUDS | IT MUST 

BE KING UDAYANA 
ON HIS WAY . 


THE SIGHT OF THE MAJESTIC WHITE ELEPH? 
GALLOPED FASTER , LEAVING BEHINI 


WHAT A 
BEAUTIFUL 

ANIMAL | 
1AM LUCKY. 


BUT HOW STRANGE ! 
MY SPELLS SEEM TO 
HAVE NO EFFECT 


SUDDENLY, PRADYOTAS MEN POURED OUT OF THE WHITE ELEPHANT: 


CAPTURE HIM! 
TAKE HIM TO 
OUR KING . 


WHEN THE MEN OF KING UDAYANA REACHED THE SPOT ~ 


THIS 
SEEMS TO HAVE 
"BEEN A TRAP. OUR 
KING HAS FALLEN 
INTO THE HANDS 
OF THE 


BUT, KING UDAYANA’S MINISTER WAS MOT A MAN TO LOSE HEART 
FASIL? . yee ES 


LET US BUILD A STOCKADE 
Kovrage UJJAINI AND PLAN TO 


FREE OUR KING - 


A STO@KADE WAS BUILT OUTSIDE UKJAINI AND THE MINISTER SENT| 
MEN TO OBTAIN NEWS OF KING UDAYANA. | 


GUARD! 1 
HAVE BEEN 
HERE.FOR 
THREE DAYS. 
WHEN DO |! 
SEE YOUR 1 DON‘T 
KING ? " | KNOW. HIS 
4 MAJESTY 
u HAS BEEN 
CELEBRATING 
HIS VI@TORY 
OVER 
YOU. 


wes — 
y DO vol ‘YOUR KING HAS 

7 GALL THAT A BROUGHT DISGRA@E ON 
MIL ORY, ? YOUR | KSHATRIVAS. HE OUGHT 
\KING HAS BEHAVED TO RELEASE ME OR 


\ LIKE A COWARD 1 
— 


HOW DARE A 
CAPTIVE SAY THIS 
OF ME ? TAKE ME 

TO HIM. 


0 


un" 


i |fte 


TIO BE SURE, ING PRADYOTA REPENTED. 
1S IT 
TRUE THAT 
YOU SAID 
THIS ? 


VERY WELL, 
1 WILL 
RELEASE YOU. 
| BUT ON ONE 
CONDITION. 


you MUST 
IS THE TEACH ME THE 
CONDITION SECRET OF 

TAMING 

ELEPHANTS. 


THAT 
| WILL, BUT 
ONLY IF | RE@EIVE 
DUE SALUTATION 
FROM YOU. 


DO You 
REALLY 
WANT ME | 
TO PAY 
HOMAGE | | 
To You ?4 


WHY DO YOU LOOK 
SURPRISED ? ISN’T 
IT CUSTOMARY 
FOR A PUPIL TO 
PAY HOMAGE TO 
HIS TEACHER ? 


}You 


oe! 


BING PRADYOTA LEFT THE 
PLACE IN A RAGE, 


AT THE COURT, THAT DAY - 
1 DON’T WANT TO 


| ATTEND TO ANY- 
| THING . LEAVE 
ME ALONE . 


* 
ie 


OW HIS WAY, 


HE SAW PRINCESS VASAVADATTA « 


AWAY OUT 
OF THE KING'S 
PREDICAMENT 


PRINCESS VASAVA- 
DATTA LEARNS . 
THE SECRET FRUM 
KING UDAYANA . 

OUR KING WILL 

BE SPARED THE 
HUMILIATION OF 
PAYING HOMAGE 

TO A PRISONER; 
THE SECRET 

WILL BE SAFE 
WITHIN THE 
FAMILY. 


THE MINISTER SOUGHT THE KING'S AUDIENCE IN HIS PRIVATE YI 
) 


— ae 


THE KING TOO HAD THE SAME IDEA 
MINISTER, WHAT 


DO YOU THINK OF 
VASAVADAT TA LEARN- 
ING THE SE@RET OF 
TAMING THE ELEPHANTS, 
FROM KING UDAYANA ?. 


IDEA! | TOO 
HAVE THOUGHT 
ABOUT IT. 


ING PRADYOTA 
WENT TO THE PRISON. 


Y MUST ENSURE 


Y THAT THEY 


| WE HAVE A 6 BE SHE 

| HUNCH - BACKED HUN@H-BACKED 

WOMAN. SHALL OR CRIPPLED, 

| SEND HER > | WILL TEACH 

TO YoU ? g THE ONE WHO} 
Z PAYS HOMAGE 


THE KING WENT TO SEE HIS DAUGHTER. 


OH 


VASAVADATTA | EA h FATHER , 
THERE IS A LEPER WHO FROM A 
KNOWS A PRICELESS LEPER ? 


CHARM. WILL YOU 
LEARN IT FROM HIM 
FOR MY SAKE ? 


| KNOW IT IS 
DIFFIGULT. BUT 


1 
THAT IS 
YOUR WISH, 
FATHER , 
PLL DO IT. 


REPEAT 
THIS VERSE 
EXACTLY AS 


AGAIN | YOU 
DUNGE OF A 
HUNCH-BACK | 
ARE YOUR 
LIPS THICK, 
10 ? 


YOU 
VILLAIN 


THE BEAUTIFUL PRINGESS . 


1 AM 
VASAVADAT TA. 
DAUGHTER 
OF_KING 
PRADYOTA . 
AND YOU ? 


fs 


‘| 


( 


7 


if 


il 


1-1’M_SORRY. 
YOUR FATHER 


1AM 
KING 
UDAYANA - 


KING PRADYOTA. 


THE INEVITABLE HAPPENED. BOTH FELL IN LOVE WITH EACH OTHER 
AND STARTED MEETING SECRETLY WITHOUT THE KNOWLEDGE OF 


ONE DAY, ING PRADYOTA CAME TO 
VASAVADATTA’S CHAMBER . 


DEAR DAUGHTER, 
HAVE YOU 
MASTERED 
THE CHANT ? 


NEED MY HELP, 
YOU HAVE ONLY 
TO ASK 
FOR IT. 


NEXT DAY, VASAVADATTA FOUND 
UDAYANA IN A PENSIVE MOOD. 


LOOK SO SAD ? 
WHAT IS THE 
MATTER ? 


at I REMAN | 

A _G@APTIVE? 
BESIDES YOUR 
FATHER WILL NOT 
HESITATE TO 


KILL ME IF HE 
‘N 


LEARNS OF 


GAN | YOUR FATHER WILL | Y -- TELL HIM, 
BE OF DO ANYTHING TCO *YOU NEED AN 
| ANY HELP YOU MASTER ELEPHANT 
HELP ? THE @HANT. || To PUT YouR 
KNOWLEDGE 
TO TEST. 


THE KING READILY A@CEDED TO HIS DAUGHTER’S REQUEST AND AN 
ELEPHANT WAS JPLACED AT HER DISPOSAL. 
Tl 


\ ui 
Se "y ae Aid 


MY FATHER 
MAY NOT AGREE 
TO THIS 

REQUEST. 


1 HAVE ONLY 
ONE MORE 
REQUEST TO 
MAKE. 1 WANT 
A GITY GATE 
OPEN AT 


THOUGHT OF 
AN EXCUSE. 
TELL HIM, THE 
LEPER WANTS TO 
PICK A CERTAIN 


TELL HIM, 
TIS A 


AND @AN ONLY 
BE DETECTED 


|BUT WHEN KING PRADYOTA HEARD THE STRANGE REQUEST... 


1 THINK 4 THIS 
MUST BE A RUSE 
WORKED OUT BY 
UDAYANA TO 
ESCAPE FROM 


GATE WILL 
BE LEFT 


THE KING CALLED FOR HIS SPIES. 


|LISTEN 
J@AREFULLY . 


DON’T LET KING 
UDAYANA KNOW 
|THAT HE 1S BEING 
|FOLLOWED. 
@APTURE HIM 
jONLY IF HE 

|TRIES TO 


MOUNTED THE ELEPHANT . 
1E FOREST. 
/ AM BEING 
OBSERVED. | WILL 
HAVE TO BE 
CAREFUL. 


WERE THROWN OFF THEIR GUARD 
AND WERE NOT ALERT AN'/ MORE. 


IE 
REALLY MEANS 
TO COLLE@T 


IN THE PALA@E GARDEN. 


ON THE FOURTH NIGHT, KING PRADYOTA WAS AMUSING HIMSELF 


PRINGESS !| 
NOW IS 
THE TIME | 
TO FLEE. 


THEY ARE 


AFTER SOME TIME. 
A MAID-SERVANT WENT TO THE 


CHAMBER OF VASAVADATTA . 


THE SERVANTS SEARCHED 
FRANTICALLY 


NO, SHE we must | 
SHE ISN?T ISN?T REPORT THIS 
IN! WHERE HERE 


TO THE KING 
| errHeR! IMMEDIATELY. 


GO QUICKLY 


AND BRING THEM 
TO ME» DEAD oR 
ALIVE ! 


AT DAWN - THEY HAVE GOME IN 


SEARCH OF US. 
st FEL 
eS eee 


oy ih es 


WILL TAKE IT’S sitver! 
CARE OF LET US PICK 


SOME OF KING PRADYOTA’S MEN , WHO CARED MORE FOR THEIR 
@ONTINUED THE PURSUIT. THEN - 


THEY WILL 
SURELY PICK 
UP THESE. 


USSAIN. 


IT IS OUR KING! 
LET US RUSH 
TO HIS HELP. 


[Lead in AY = 


UDAYANA’S MINISTER WHO HAD BEEN 
IN TOUCH WITH HIM ALL THESE DAYS, 
§ WAS THERE TO RECEIVE H/M. 


\THE TIRED AND EXHAUSTED SOLDIERS OF KING PRADYOTA WERE 
EASILY OVERPOWERED BY KING UDAYANA’S MEN. 


BACK IN KAUSHAMB/ » 
KING UDAYANA WAS GIVEN A WARM WELCOME BY HIS PEOPLE. 


